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CITY OF SAN BRUNO

DATE: February 8, 2022

TO: Honorable Mayor and Members of the City Council

FROM: Jovan Grogan, City Manager

PREPARED BY: Ann Mottola, Community Services Director

SUBJECT: Adopt Resolution Appropriating $50,000 from the Restricted Revenues 
Fund, City Art Fund Fees in Support of the Construction of a Tanforan 
Assembly Center Memorial at the San Bruno BART Station

BACKGROUND: From April 28 to October 13, 1942, the Tanforan Horse Track was used as 
an Assembly Center and detained approximately 8,000 Bay Area Japanese Americans, 
most of whom were U.S. citizens, until they were shipped to more permanent internment 
camps. This was done without charges being filed and without the due process guaranteed 
under the U.S. Constitution. The bulk of the population of the Tanforan Assembly Center 
came from the San Francisco Bay Area, including Alameda, Contra Costa, San Mateo, San 
Francisco, and Santa Clara counties.

The Tanforan Assembly Center Memorial Committee (TACMC) was formed in 2012 to 
organize interpretive efforts that documented Tanforan’s history as a US confinement site 
where Japanese Americans were detained during World War II. In that first year, TACMC 
initiated a photographic exhibition of the works of Dorothea Lange and Paul Kitagaki, Jr., 
displayed inside the San Bruno BART station. The photos include ones taken by Lange in 
1942 of families destined for the Tanforan Assembly Center and others taken 60 years later 
by Kitagaki, whose parents and grandparents were subjects of some of the original Lange 
photos. The photographic exhibit was installed in 2012 and remains at the BART station 
today. 
 
DISCUSSION: Soon after the Lange/Kitagaki photo exhibit installation, TACMC began work 
on a permanent Tanforan Assembly Center memorial installation on the San Bruno BART 
station plaza.

Key features of the memorial will include: a bronze statue of two young girls, the Mochida 
sisters, modeled after a Lange photo of the Mochida family headed off to be interned; a 
replica horse stall, in which some internees were forced to live, and signs listing the names 
of the 8,000 people who were interned there. The location of the memorial is outside the 
pay gates on the west side of the BART station, just south of the path to the food court at 
the Shops at Tanforan and next to the Target parking structure (behind the San Bruno 
police station).

The project budget is approximately $1,250,000 million for design and construction. Thus 
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far, TACMC has raised about $950,000 for the project. TACMC is currently looking to raise 
an additional $300,000 in the next several months to cover the construction costs and seed 
a maintenance fund.

At its January 20, 2022 meeting, the Culture and Arts Commission recommended 
supporting the Tanforan Assembly Center Memorial in the amount of $50,000.

FISCAL IMPACT: 
The current fiscal impact for this item is $50,000.
This item requires a budget appropriation in the amount of $50,000 from the City Art Fund. 
The Fund consistently takes in new revenues. During the time period between June 30, 
2021 and December 31, 2021 the Fund took in $53,865 in revenue. As of January 3, 2022, 
the Art Fund had a balance of $393,885. 

ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT: The action is not a project subject to CEQA.  

RECOMMENDATION: Adopt Resolution Appropriating $50,000 from the Restricted 
Revenues Fund, City Art Fund Fees in Support of the Construction of a Tanforan Assembly 
Center Memorial at the San Bruno BART Station

ALTERNATIVES: 
1. Do not approve funds for the memorial
2. Approve funds in an amount other than $50,000

ATTACHMENTS: 
1. Rendering of Tanforan Assembly Center Memorial
2. Resolution


