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CITY OF SAN BRUNO

DATE: July 26, 2022

TO: Honorable Mayor and Members of the City Council

FROM: Trisha Ortiz, Interim City Attorney
Jovan D. Grogan, City Manager

SUBJECT: Provide Direction on Ballot Measure to Establish Term Limits

BACKGROUND: During the City Council’s strategic planning session in February 2022, 
the City Council discussed several items for consideration as potential measures in the 
November 2022 election. As follow-up to that discussion, City staff presented options for 
direction at a special City Council meeting held on March 29, 2022. These options 
included establishing term limits for City Councilmembers.  

At the City Council meeting on June 7, 2022, the City Council held a study session on 
the proposal to establish term limits.  At the study session, the City Council provided 
direction to prepare a measure that would submit to the voters an ordinance limiting the 
office of Mayor and the office City Councilmember to three terms in succession.

DISCUSSION: In accordance with the San Bruno Municipal Code and Measure F (which 
established a directly-elected Mayoral position in 1977), the San Bruno City Council is 
comprised of a 5-person body -- a Mayor and four additional members of the City 
Council. Additionally, pursuant to Ordinance No. 1907, the City of San Bruno is in the 
process of transitioning to by-district elections, with Councilmembers for Districts and 1 
and 4 on the November 2022 ballot and the Councilmembers for Districts 2 and 3 on the 
November 2024 ballot.

Presently and with the change to by-district elections, San Bruno voters elect a Mayor to 
serve a two-year term and elect other members of the City Council to serve 4-year 
terms. There are presently no limits on the number of terms an individual can serve.

In accordance with prior direction from the San Bruno City Council, staff has prepared 
the attached draft ordinance to provide the City Council with the option of placing a 
measure on the November 2022 that would establish term limits for the Mayor and other 
District Councilmembers. As requested, the draft ordinance provides that the Mayor 
may not serve more than 6 consecutive terms in office (a total of 12 years) and District 
Councilmembers may not serve more than 3 consecutive 4-year terms in office (a total 
of 12 years).

This provisions in the draft ordinance do not prohibit holding office for more than 12 
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years if the terms are no consecutive as per the established limit of 6 consecutive terms 
for the Mayor and 3 consecutive terms for District Councilmembers. "Term of office” is 
defined as a two-year term for the Mayor and a four-year term for District 
Councilmembers. For the purpose of determining the number of terms of office, only 
those terms of office occurring after December 1, 2022 are counted.   

A draft ballot question for the establishment of term limits that aligns to the above, is as 
follows:

Shall an ordinance be adopted to amend the City of San Bruno Municipal Code to 
limit service on the City Council or as Mayor to consecutive terms of no more 
than 12 consecutive years?

At the July 26 meeting, the City Council will be asked if they desire to appoint some, all, 
or no City Council members to author arguments (for or against) the term limit measure.

Should the City Council want the voters to consider establishing term limits, at the 
August 3, 2022 special meeting, the City Council would adopt a resolution submitting 
the proposed ordinance to the voters for their approval. 

FISCAL IMPACT: On March 9, 2022, the County elections office provided staff with an 
estimated range of $93,000-$112,000 for the November 8, 2022 municipal election plus 
one ballot measure. The County estimated that each additional ballot measure would 
add approximately $10,000 to the cost of the election.

ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT: There is no environmental impact.

RECOMMENDATION: Provide direction regarding a November 2022 ballot measure to 
establish term limits.

ALTERNATIVES: 
1. Propose changes to the draft ordinance, or
2. Provide direction to not move forward with the proposed term limit measure.

ATTACHMENTS: 
1. Draft ordinance establishing term limits. 


